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Re•sil•ience 
Resilience is the capacity of individuals, communities  
and systems to survive adapt and thrive in the face of  
stress and shocks and even transform when conditions  
require it. 



NYC SPECIAL INITIATIVE FOR REBUILDING & RESILIENCE 

NEW YORK RISING COMMUNITY RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

REBUILD BY DESIGN 

COMPETITION  NATIONAL DISASTER RESILIENCE 

COMPETITION 

REBUILD BY DESIGN - HUDSON 

RIVER  OHIO CREEK WATERSHED PROJECT, NORFOLK RESILIENT CITY 
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RBD was purposefully by design. 
Our detour around existing-but-  

failing frameworks  was only  
possible through the power of  
design, which has an unrivaled  

capacity  to  unify. 

- Henk Ovink, TOO BIG, 2018 







Presenter
Presentation Notes
And so we were drawn to a particular set of coastal typologies on mid Atlantic region, particularly New York Harbor. We looked carefully at the physical and ecological character of these near shore waters.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The thinking behind the project cam from the approach that I have emphasized in the other proejcts, that through a multifaceted design that engaged physical resilience, ecological resilience and social resilience we could craft something that was truly beneficial to a community 





LIVING BREAKWATERS REDUCE COASTAL RISK 

DO: 
ATTENUATE (REDUCE THE HEIGHT OF) STORM WAVES 
REDUCE OR REVERSE LONG TERM EROSION 
REDUCE EVENT-BASED EROSION 
 
DO NOT: 
PREVENT FLOODING 





LIVING BREAKWATERS ENHANCE ECOSYSTEMS 

CREATE HABITAT 
INCREASE BIODIVERSITY 
IMPROVE ECOSYSTEM HEALTH 



LIVING BREAKWATERS FOSTER SOCIAL RESILIENCE 

IMPROVE ACCESS TO THE SHORELINE 
RAISE AWARENESS OF RISK 
ENCOURAGE STEWARDSHIP 
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